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B E A R I N G F R U n
Matt. 3, 8-10.

This text contains words of John the Baptist con- Christian life that our attention is turned away from
ceming the bearing- of fruit. It is ajust demand and aourselves, our strength or weakness, our virtue or folly,
natural desire that our work should bear fruit. All would toward Him who is the way, the truth, and the life. That
like to see that; and John was not the only preacher who -is the first condition for bearing fruit,
had difficulty in recognizing fruits in the lives of the
people with whom he had labored. Undoubtedly we all have
difficulty in seeing the fruits of the spirit in ourselves,
but especially in othei*s. But we like to recognize the
demand and to put it to ourselve.s—and especially others.
Some also like to pronounce judgment on those who do
not bear fruit, likely in the comforting trust in their own
ability to pass the test. But such confidence in our own
goodness is not always based on facts. It will be remem¬
bered that Jesus condemned most severely those who
thought of themselves that they were just. And, to be
sure, to everyone who loves the truth that little which
he might call fruit will seem to be bui'ied beneath the
mountain of neglect and sin which looms up before his
consciousness. The time fruits of faith will hardly be
seen by anyone but God Himself, who with the eye of
a c r e a t o r s e e s f r u i t s o n b a r r e n t r e e s .

Yet it is the ju.st and inevitable demand of God that
our faith must lead to alife of love, justice, truth, and
every good toward our neighbor and brother, in whom
Je.sus Himself meets us and lays claim to us.

The demands of God, which were gi-eat in the words
of the Baptist, reaeli an immeasurable and inconceiv¬
able height in the Sermon on the Mount: “Be ye there¬
fore perfect, even as your heavenly Father is peirfect.

We can not escape this demand by saying that it
●surpasses our ability, and that no one is in duty bound
beyond his ability.

We are nevertheless obligated and would be so, even
if Jesus had never said these strong words; our obligation
comes from God’s gift to us.

If He has created us in His likeness, we are obliged
to resemble Him ;if He has made us His children, we must
perform His deeds; if in His Son He has given us all
things, we owe all things to Him. And we shall acknow¬
ledge our debt and duty to Him in proportion as we ac¬
cept and in faith appriute His gifts. If avc lia\'c seen lint
the faintest glimpse of what God did for us when He gave
over His Son to the death on across, it will seem idiotic
even to mention what we have done for Him. We hardly
dare mention what we should do for Him; it is so great
that it would subdue our thoughts and our hopes.

There remains no pos.sibility for us to repay the
goodness of God; in mercy He gave us all, and it remains
as mercy, unmerited and unpaid.

Therefore this demand would crush us if it did not
come to us in away different from all other demands.
Without me you can do nothing at all,” He says,

less you remain in me, you can not bear fruit. Iam the
vine, you are the branches.

It is very important in changing our human life into

This fruit is the involuutai-y and unconscious result,
in condnet and action, of our acceptance of the word and
the gifts of God. Therefore the fniits will be more gen¬
uine and enduring in those whose eyes and ears and
h e a r t s a r e t u r n e d t o G o d t h a n i n t h o s e w h o s e m i n d s a r e

always occupied with the suffering world; although the
idea l wou ld be t o comb ine t hese two a t t i t udes so t ha t
we see in the light of our Lord’s life as abackground the
necessity of our brother aud with amind resembling
Christ’s seek to remedy the world’s distress.

But the most fi-uitless and useless of all is to be oc¬
cupied -with our own excellence. This is the devil’s slyest
method of destroying us. If he can make us feel that
now we are better people, now we have done some good,
this self-satisfaction at once serves as an automatic brake,
our endeavor changes imperceptibly from posit ive to
negative, from quietly doing our duty to talking about
w h a t w e h a v e d o n e . A n d i t i s a w e l l k n o w n f a c t t h a t
tho.se who actually have accomplished great things never
found time or desired to demand admiration and appre¬
ciation, while those who always talk about their own ac¬
complishments in the light of reality generally prove to
be quite ordinary bunglers.

We may, of course, make our self-praise more de¬
corous by giving God the honor for what we have done;
then, too, the woidd can see how humble we are. Whether
God sees us in the same light is another matter. It will
always be more hnmble—and more fraitful—to proclaim
the great works of God in Christ than to proclaim His
greatness in us. But to many worldly people, who them¬
selves seek to occupy the center of existence, the talk of
what we can do and what we may become is agreat deal
more pleasant to hear than the old message about the
grace of God as the only thing that can save sinners.

What fruit has the proclamation of this fact borne
in the lives of Christian men and women? Oh, let that be
mentioned in awhisper, or rather let us be quite silent!

Perhaps those hidden fruits are such that the God
whose essence is grace will gather them together in His
time. And perhaps it is this gospel which after all is the
power that up to now has prevented the world from pei*-
ishing in adeluge of selfishness.

This was the sum of the work of John the Baptist, as
he referred his disciples to Jesus with the words: “See
the Lamb of God, who bears the sins of the world! Fol¬
l o w H i m ! } )

Only by looking to Him in faith for the forgiveness
of our .sins and by following Him in the way of love can
we hope to bear the fruit which answers to asincere re¬
pentance.

{ i i ( U n -
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(From the Danish of Uffe Hansen.)
G. A. Stub.
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that he felt the need for constant prayer and communion
with the Father and the Son, that we might ever seek
for the best that we have, each and every one of us de¬
veloping so that when death beckons us we can face our
Maker in peace, knowing that we have endeavored to
serve to His glory and man’s benefit. And that is done
only in love and harmony. May we all, then, not wait for
Death to force that upon us, but may we rather exert it
while we yet live. A . B . C . B .

R e v . N . C . N i e l s e n

In the stillness of death, fellow preachers and lay
friends gathered at Greenville, Mich., on August 20th to
pay alast tribute to the late Rev. N. C. Nielsen.

Rev. Nielsen was stricken while attending the Sum¬
mer Conference and Meeting of Di.strict II held at Ash¬
land College, Grant, Mich., August 2-6. He became ill,
peculiarly enough, during the close of the session. His
recovery was sufficient, however, for him to be removed
to the home of Rev. A. C. Kildegaard at Greenville. He
passed away at this home Friday, Augu.st 16. Rev. Niel¬
sen was the th i rd Danish min i .s te i ’ to have d ied a t the
home of Rev. Kildegaard.

Services commenced at the parsonage, where Rev.
Kildegaard led us in ashort, but impressive, prayer serv¬
ice. The remains were then taken to our church at South the conference was anew experiment, anew venture, afel-
Sidney for burial. After the singing of ahymn. Rev. lowship conference intended to enrich and inspire all those
Leo B. C. Broe opened the service with aprayer in Eng- who were able to partake of the splendid addresses offered,
lish, after which Rev. Viggo Hansen spoke in Danish, The conference opened Friday, August 2nd, with the
Rev. A. B. Farstrup in English, Rev. H. Juhl in Danish, first two days devoted entirely to the Danish language.
Rev. Otto Nielsen of the United Church, pastor of the Sunday to both Danish and English, and the last two days
English Lutheran Chui’ch of Greenville, in Danish, Rev. to English exclusively.
Erne.st Nielsen in English. Rev. E. M. Back concluded The subjects were many and varied, yet each dealt
the service with prayer in Danish and the benediction. with problems vital to church life. Rev. Viggo Hansen,

Rev. Nielsen was depicted as aman who had always Racine, Wis., was the principal speaker at the conference,
striven to work for the cause of Christ. He was untiring Each time he spoke his listeners heard something of real
in his efforts and scholarly in his presentation of spiritual merit. Of special interest to me was his splendid treat-
values. He was, perhaps, aman little understood and in ment of the subject „Grundtvig Hymns.” Rev Holger
many ways alonely man, but yet ever willing, ever anx- Jorgensen, Troy, N. Y., who was kind enough to give us
ious to work and to preach in the vineyard of the Master, one day of his vacation, spoke in Danish on the subject.
And because of this, all were glad that he had died as “The Church on the March,” an address so timely in
he had wished, that is in the field of Christian preaching, the opinion of the writer that it is hoped the readers of
For he was, at the time of his death, assisting Rev. Kilde- “Lutheran Tidings” may also share its benefits,
gaard in his charge, the latter still being incapacitated Professor Arthur Ammentorp of Grand View College
by his recent injuries. Those who spoke and who knew gave two addresses. Iparticularly enjoyed the discourse on
the deceased were glad that he was working and that the American poet, Robert Lee Frost and the reading of his
his work was being accepted and bearing fruit. They were poems, ‘‘The Pasture, ’’and ‘‘The Death of the Hired Man.
also glad that he had died in the home of afellow preach- Tuesday was definitely set aside for lectures and dis-
er where he was cared for as amember of the family. To cussions on Religious Education. The main lecture was
all, as we thought of his unexpected death, it appeared presented by Mr. Harold Rader, County Commissioner of
that the Divine hand of the Father directed his last days Schools of Montcalm County and former president of

Pleasant View Lutheran College. One almost wishes that
it would be possible to secure Mr. Rader as aspeaker at
one of our synodical conventions. He presents that type
of Lutheran laymen which our church needs in this pres-

0-
r

District II Summer Conference

It is not my purpose in this little article to “report
the proceedings of the first Summer Conference of the
Michigan District, but rather to give my impressions of
the conference as awhole. As far as Iam able to ascertain.

and his la.st hours, and for all of that we were thankful.
During the church service it rained hard. But as the

liour approached when the body was to be committed to
the grave, miraculously almost, it ceased. It. was with
mixed feelings that the following ministers carried Rev. ent time. The suliject of Sunday School work and rcli-
Nielsen’s body to its final resting place: Viggo Hansen, gious education proved so interesting that lively and help-
H. Juhl, Ernest Nielsen, A. E. Farstrup, E. M. Back, Leo ful discussions ensued.
B. C. Broe. Rev. Kildegaard officiated at the grave. Other speakers during this five-day conference were

After the burial, but while we were still gathered Rev. P. Kjolhede, Grant; Rev. A. C. Kildegaard, Di.strict
about the grave. Rev. Kildegaard expressed thanks on his pi-esident and chairman of the conference; Rev. H. Juhl,

behalf as well as that of his chai'ge for what the cle- Grayling; Rev. C. Graham, Ashland College; Rev. Ernest
ceased had meant to them and for what he had done in D. Nielsen, Muskegon; Rev. Leo Broe, Manistee, and Rev.
the short period he had been in their midst. Avaledictory N. C. Nielsen, temporarily of Greenville,

received from Rev. Hakon Jorgensen expressing the The vested choir of the Central Lutheran Church,
gratitude of our Synod as well as of himself for Rev. Muskegon, rendered four beautiful anthems as part of the
Nielsen’s well over aquarter of acentury of work in the program Sunday afternoon,
service of the church. Rev. Jorgensen described him as a I truly believe Iam voicing the opinion of the ma-
zealous and afaithful soul. Truly agreat tribute. jority of those who attended some or all of the sessions

Of the hymns used we mention only those sung at the when Isay that the conference, though in the expei-imen-
close of each respective part of the service. Even though tal stage this year, was of such great benefit from the
Danish, they are known to all and speak for themselves: standpoint of educational merit, fellowship, and inspira-

Alt staar iGuds Faderhaand,” “Hei'rens Veimer ingen tion, that we owe it to ourselves to have sucli aconference
Dejlig er Jorden.”e v e i y y e a r . A s a m e m b e r o f t h e D i s t r i c t , I s h o u l d l i k e

After the service, we ministers gathered at the par- to extend apei'sonal thank you to each of the speakers
sonage where arefreshing meal was partaken of; we who made this conference asuccess, and to express ahope
closed the trying day with song and prayer. Despite the that plans will be formulated for the “Second Annual
sadness of the event necessitating our congregating, the Summer Conference of District II.
writer feels that we shared much together. He believes

o w n
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A . Frances Nie lsen.
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S0ren Kierkeg^aard—A Spir i tual
K n i g h t E r r a n t

By Thomas P. Christensen.

paradox makes the historical eternal, and the eternal
h i s t o r i c a l .

Kierkegaard continued the subject of the Fragments
in the Final Unscientific Postscript, which in spite of the
name is amneh longer work than the Fragments. The
two, with .several of the devotional addresses, constitute
the core of his contribution to theology, acontribution
which shook the foundation of the Hegelian system and
laid the jDasis for the present theology of ci'isis, which, as
Count Keyserling said, has saved contemporary Protes¬
t a n t i s m .

(Concluded.)
The fireworks of Kierkegaaixl’s wit arc displayed

throughout his works. They are especially evident in the
little book Foreivord, which George Braudes calls “the
pearl of his popular writing.s, one of the prettiest and
wittiest of minor tickling books ever wi’itten in Dani.sh.

The sub.ject of anxiety had rarely been treated by
psychologi.sts before Kierkegaard’s delving mind undej--
took to tackle it and the result was Concerning the Con¬
cept Anxiety, apsychological study pointing in the direc¬
tion of the dogmatical problem of the origin of sin.
Kierkegaard defines anxiety as asympathetic antipathy
and an antipathetic sympathy. Anxiety is not found in
animals. As possibility for the possible, it is the equality
o f f r e e d o m .

Man is asynthesis of body and soul. Asynthesis
i s no t poss ib l e w i t hou t a th i i - d e l emen t and tha t i s t he
spirit. If man were at any moment merely an animal, he
could never be man. The spirit is present as a“dreaming
power.’’ Since it disturbs the relation between the body
and the .soul, it is, in away, inimical; but it is also
beneficial because it constitutes the relation. Anxiety is
the t e rm wh i ch desc r i bes t ha t r e l a t i on . Man canno t r i d
him,self of it, nor merge himself in the purely vegetative
because he was determined as spirit. Flee anxiety he
cannot because he loves it, really loves it, he can’t because
he flees from it. Innocence is thus pointed. It is ignor¬
ance determined by .spirit which again is definitely anx¬
iety because its ignorance is of nothing. Here there is no
knowledge of good or evil, etc., but the whole reality of
knowledge pro.7ects itself in anxiety as the immense
nothing og ignorance.

There is still innocence, but let there be the sound of
aword and ignorance is concentrated. This word inno¬
cence natui’ally can’t understand, but in away anxiety
has gotten its first victim. Instead of nothing thei-e is
an enigmatic word. When Genesis says that God forbade
Adam to eat of tbe tree of knowledge, it natiTrally fol¬
lowed that he couldn’t understand, for how could he
know the difference between good and evil .since that
separation first followed the indulgence in the forbidden.

If one assumes that the prohibition awakens desire,
then there is knowledge instead of ignorance because
Adam must have had knowledge of freedom since the
desire was to use it. The prohibition awakens anxiety
because it also shows him the po.ssibility of freedom.

Then follows the fall which psychology caunot ex])lain
because i t i s “ tbe qua l i t a t i ve l eap . ’ ’ and when th i s has
set there is original .sin.

George Braudes considers tbe essay Concerning the
Concept AnxieAy weakened by “the biggest dogmatic
c r u d i t i e s , ’ ’ b u t h e c o n c e d e s t h a t i t s a u t h o r h a d m o r e
“mental keenness and was endowed with apsychological
powc7' of observation’’ far in advance of such a])ologists
for Glu'i.stianity as Joseph de Maistre.

In Philosophical Fragments he raises tlie (piestion of
liistoricily in religion and maintains that the historical
fact is of no more value to the contemporary than to the
later disciple; for again.st an eternal under.standing of one¬
self, aknowledge about the teacher is of casual value;
and, as historical knowledge, amatter of memoi'y. When
the historical and eternal stand face to face, the bistoi-ical
can be but an occa.siou foi' the acceptance of the eternal;
and this can only take place in that happy passion which
we call faith, the object of which is the paradox, but the

It was in December, 1845. Kierkegaard had just sent
the manuscript of the Postscript to the printer. He felt
that he had written himself empty and was seriously
thinking of becoming aparish minister in some quiet nook
on the moorlands of Jut land.

Just then areview of the Stages appeared in one of
the literary joi^rnals of Copenhagen. It was an unwoidhy
evaluation of Kierkegaard’s work, and what was worse,
unnecessarily offensive by mentioning the gossip about
his engagement. Always ready for replication, he wi’ote
asharp reply branding the review as “one of those de¬
testable Corsair attacks on peaceful people,’’ and ex¬
pressed the wish that he also might be scolded in that
paper which sofar had praised the pseudonyms. He did
not want to be the only respectable person who had not
been scolded by The Corsair. He signed the article
Frater Taciturnus and thus publicly acknowledged the
pseudonyms.

The Corsair was acomic paper, read by all and feared
by many for its bold criticism, especially of pirblic men.
The editor, though really agenuine admirer of Kierke¬
gaard, took up the challenge and the feud was on.
The. Corsair pictured Kierkegaard in its cartoons as he
stood and went,’’ and held him up to public sconi in

aseries of short, but well-written ai’ticles. Once more
public opinion was turned against him, and the super-
sentitive Kierkegaard keenly felt the sting.

A n e w f a c t h a d e n t e r e d t h e l i f e o f a m a n w h o h a d t h e
healthy feeling that no one should suffer injustcie, not
even himself. Had he not in the interest of all fought an
evil '? Yet no one had come to his assistance. As he had
seen Abraham right opposite himself after the broken
engagement, so did he now more clearly than ever detect
the footsteps of the suffering Christ; and as the broken
engagement had l)een the occasion for his major literary
production, so now the Cor.sair attack became the im¬
mediate' cause of asecond period in his life of fruitful
l i terary act iv i ty.

In the works which now came from his pen such as
Devotional Adres.ses in aVariety of Spirit, The Gospel
of Suffering, Training in Christianity, Deeds of Love and
Sickness nnto Death, he sees life as aseries of sufferings
for him who would be awitness to the ti’uth, and he draws
apicture of the Christ, not as Raphael painted the God¬
child, nor as Thorvaldsen chiseled the beautiful Recon-
cilei-, but as Rembrandt painted him, in the dress of his
times, the friend of those who labor and suffer. Only
the followers, not the admirers, of the life of Chi-ist, can
l)c true Christians. Only the one who in the contemporary
situation will join with .suffering ti-uth and take the con¬
sequences—and they are the same in all times—only he
can be called areal witness to the truth. “And though
all ministers, be they in velvet, in .silk, in broadcloth, or
in bombazine, would speak to the contrary, Iwould say,
‘You lie, you deceive the people in your Sunday ad-
d7-e.sses’ . ’ ’

With bis soul thus attuned Kierkegaard began the
fi f th ac t ’ ’ o f h i s l i f e .t i

(Continued on Col 32.)
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District VII of our Synod held its yearly meeting
at Brush, Colo., Aitgust 24th and 25th.

In spite of the many miles separating Brush fi-om
the other congregations of our district, avery large group
of visitors attended the meeting—70 in all. Ibelieve it
is legitimate to take this as asign of growing interest in
the work of our Church—or is it an expression of anew
desire for fellowship? Perhaps both. Whatever our mo¬
tives for going may have been, Idare say none were dis¬
appointed. We came and we received!

Very fittingly the convention opened Friday morning
with services in the Bethlehem chiu’ch. Rev. J. D. J. Dixen
led in prayer, and Rev. N. P. Gravengaard preached an
illuminating sermon in which he centered our thoughts
around Peter’s draught of fishes. Luke 5: 1-11.

The local Pastor Rev. D. C. Bundgaard, welcomed
all the guests and expressed the hope that two days richly
endowed with fellowship and spiritual in.spii-ation would
b e h a d .
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E D I T O R I A L
S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g t h e d e v o t i o n a l p e r i o d w a s l e d b y

“While churches are being sold for debt, people .still Rev. J. J. Lerager. In his discourse—based on the 84th
have money for ball games, motor cars, movies, cigarets Psalm—he especially emphasized the importance of the
and beer,’’ said Mrs. E. Stanley Jones, Indian missionary, church edifice in developing the Christian life,
in arecent speech at Atlantic City, according to an as- After our morning devotion the district president,
sociated Press report. R e v . J . A . H o l s t , o p e n e d t h e b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g b y e x t e n d -

No, she wasn’t talking about our church. She was j,ig ^hearty welcome to all.
speaking about conditions in the United States, however,
deploring our retrogression in matters moral and reli¬
gious. Just home from India, she doesn’t think the In¬
dians have anything to learn from our people in those
respects.

Perhaps the most important business before us was
our share of the synodical budget, which was somewhat
higher than last year. Although no definite promises were
made by the delegates, all expressed \villingness to work
intensively in order to raise the ncce.ssary funds for our
w o i ’ k .Let us not pridefully think that this does not concern

us in our synod Perhaps none of our churches have been d i s c u s s e d . A l l t h e
force osed for debt Tet some of them might almost^ as ..g.eiected: Rev. Holst, president and
well have been so for the amount of use they are being ti-easurer; Rev. Dixen, vice-president, and Rev. Bund-
put to. According to the secretary’s report of last month librarian
there are agoodly number of churches in our synod with- ● r . r . n < a + i v i
out regular weekly services, churches which once had their .̂ Dunng the afternoon session Rev̂ P. C. Stockholmown pa.stors and Lemed to flourish in their modest way.^̂ e subject: “The Social Demand in Chris-Why do these churches not have pastors? For several tianity for discussion. It would be interesting to_ givereasons. They are few in membership. They have had adetailed account of the lecture and the ensmng discus-
crop failure. They can’t find the man they want. And fbut time and space do not permit. Suffice it to sayother reasons. But one veiy important rea.son is that they ̂ hat both the lecture and the following comments were
have to use the money which they could spare for automo-illuminating and challenging. In one respect the
biles,movies,andsiindi-y other things. They don’t want pas- Jmciission was rather unusual, it was so blê edly freetors, because they do not want to pay for having them. Youargiimg-rathei; it was agenuine sharing of our
say there are no pastors to be had. It is true, there are noti son aveiy vi al problem,
enough to go around; but it is not tree that none are to be
had. Hitherto there have been several, Imt none called them.

Furthermore we have no right to expect young men
to enter the service of the ehiircli as long as we are not
willing to give them aliving wage. Several mirii,stcrs in
our church with families receive no more compensation
for their work than ayoung 18-20 year old girl teaching ject:
acountry .school. That is not much inducement for aty?
young intelligent man who might want to become aminis¬
ter of the gospel.

The remainder of the afternoon was spent visiting
Eben-Ezer. Adel ightful t ime was had in i ts beaut i ful
park, where the sisters served ice cream and coffee, and
an interesting tour through the whole institution was
enjoyed by all.

At the evening se.ssion the writer spoke on the sub-
Is the Steel of Human Nature of Supreme Quali-

(Er menneskenaturen af godt nok staal?)
Sunday morning worshippers gathered in the First

English Lutheran Church to hear Rev. Stockholm preach
The ministry of the gospel aquestion of money ?in the English language. At the Bethlehem Chirrch the

Yes, indeed! That question is: Do we serve God or mam- Danish sermon was preached by Rev. C. P. Hpjbjerg. Rev.
mon? And that applies especially to the church members Bundgaard served at the Communion table,
in relation to their church, as well as to pastors. There is
much for us to think about in the above item. And let us
not make the mistake of crying “umspiritual’’ when the of the Church to Youth.’’ Aspirited di,scussion followed
talk is about money. The suspicion of sel F-intei'cst lies too the lecture, and it would be unfair not to state that the
near. And let us remember that niggardliness in church se.ssion Avas as interesting as the Saturday afternoon ses-
finance is the re.sult not of thin poeketbooks but of thin sion already mentioned. So absorbed were the partici-
souls, and the cause of .spii'itual degeneracy. Avicious pants and the listeners that the ladies finally had to stop

the discussion, as the delicious odor of coffee drifting

I (

y y

Sunday afternoon Rev. Dixen lectured on the topic:
The Challenge of Youth to the Church and the Challenge( i

c i r c l e ! C . A . S t u b .



L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S2 5 2 6

through the open windows failed to exert its usual powers
o v e r t h e a s s e m b l e d D a n e s .

After a15 minute intermission we assembled again
in the church to enjoy abeautiful concert given by mem¬
bers of the local congregation.

Sunday evening we all gathered for the closing ses¬
sion. Rev. H^jbjerg spoke to us on “The Poverty of In¬
dia” in the powerful, challenging manner characteristic
of the Nysed pastor.

Rev. Holst gave astirring talk on “Our Duty to¬
wards our Children,” especially stressing the obligation
we as sponsors of our children take upon ourselves, when
they are received into the Christian fellowship through
baptism. We were then led in prayer by Rev. Holst in
which we endeavored to give thanks to our Father for
the spiritual riches I'eceivcd during our two-day sojourn
i n B r u s h .

Many were the expressions of gratitude for the hos¬
pitality of Bethlehem congregation, for the words spoken,
and for the splendid tables spread for us by the local
ladies. The First English Lutheran Church must not be
forgotten. Through the whole meeting their church par¬
lors were at our disposal, and all the meals were served
t h e r e .

though reserving his opinion, says that it is “difficult to
imagine this i-eligion as finding any use for the ‘Magni¬
fi c a t ’ . ”

What the Church Ought To Do
The Roman Catholic Church has in many respects

accomplished with “unerring insight many of the things
we Protestants have failed to do.” It is refreshing for us
to hear that! But we may not like so well to hear that

extensive lay control” slows down our action “pitiful¬
ly.” The reason is that the church has readjusted itself
to social institutions which are largely represented in our
lay group. Were Calvin living today, he would not only
pro tes t , bu t ins is t tha t we re tu rn to John Cot ton ’s day,
when “a just price” could be established by the institu¬
tional church. The church must do two things to be aso¬
cial force, first, attain selfconsistcncy, which means are¬
covery of ethical discipline; secondly, use all means to in¬
fluence public opinion; but in this attempt it must repre¬
sent abody of convictions held by its own members. In
other words, we cannot “shout from the hoiisetops” that
which is the conv ic t ion o f the min is ter on ly. The author
repeats this point quite often in different ways. That the
church must “keep its heart warm to the prophetic voice
.should be taken for granted, yet this “freedom” has often
been lacking. Right or wrong, the real prophets perform
afunction “without which there would be no history.

Atimely warning is the point that we are paying
heavily for our inability as Protestants to maintain paro¬
chial schools. The secularization of thought and life is
t h e i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t .

t i
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The convention of District VII has passed into his-
lorv. I t wi l l be remembered as one of the best .

F r i / r K . M d l h r .
o -

B O O K S

The Church and the Community
In this chapter, the author wrestles with many of our

jiuzzling problems which as auxiliaries have confused the
work of the, church and to many have become an integral
part of the church. The conclusive argument against the
“activities” program is that “the larger the church bud¬
get for services and activities, the less challenging its mes¬
sage and the less decisive its position is likely to he.” How
then shall the church practice its ethical ideals? By tak¬
ing an active part in community life and thereby “impreg¬
nating” our social work with amore Christian ethical
spirit. Perhaps this situation as far as the mini.stry is con¬
cerned is best summed up in the words of Mai’y Richmond,
t h e d e a n o f A m e r i c a n s o c i a l c a s e w o r k e r s : “ I w a n t t h e
ministers to know all they can about social work, but I
hope they won’t go in for asocial seiwice bargain coun¬
ter, It is my business to make asocial diagnosis, and Ilike
to be able to put my hand on someone who can make a
spiritual diagnosis.

The program of activities is not to be disregarded as
ameans of furthering fellowship, but its usefulness as a

bait” or an asset to the greater task of the church is
practically none. The “genius” of the church is for “in¬
terpretation and motivation of life, on all levels and in all
aspects within afellowship, the members of which play
varied and .sigmificant roles in afunctionally organized
society.

T H E C H U R C H A N D S O C I E T Y

By F. Erne.st Johnson. The Abingdon Press, $1.50.
This is asettlement with all experiments in religion

and theology, past and present. It does one good to read
abook that in alucid language discusses frankly every
conceivable evil in church and society today. Iam not
thereby saying that Dr. Johnson does not jar us. He does,
but it is the kind of ajar that creates afeeling of well¬
being ;especially when one feels that he, with his institu¬
tion, has degenerated into .sluggishne.ss and selfcomplacent
worship of age-worn misconceived traditionalism.

We may even be jarred to the extent that we begin to
think that we .should render the church and society aserv¬
ice by letting both go into “a far country” to be fed upon
the husks of their own choice in oi'der that they may have
a c h a n c e t o “ c o m e t o t h e m s e l v e s .

Iknow that it will astonish many to hear that “ti¬
thing is only ten per cent stewardship” but that “the first
principle of Evangelical Chri.stianity is the entire tran.s-
formation of l ife.” Protestant Christianity has become
dependent upon privileged classes, “while at the same
time so small in proportion to po.s.sessions as to interfere
not at all with prevailing modes of life.” This to the
author is denying “the fir.st principle of Evangelical
Christianity.” Let those who understand plain English,
and who have been incl ined to th ink that “Jesus did not
speak of money,” ponder thoughtfully this book; let them
rethink the parable of the rich young ruler. The indict¬
ment is as if directed against us in the Dani.sh Church
when we read: “The scriptural indictment is precisely
this: that agospel that does not render aman’s posses¬
sions spiritnally as if they lecre not that does not remove
the barrier to brotherhood, which wealth almost univer¬
sally is, whether its quantity be great or small, is not the
good news of The New Testament.

Barthian Theology is “fatal to the Christian social
di-ive,” Irat the author does not deny that this is “a
wholesome challenge to our easy optimism. Even the “Ox¬
ford Movement” is in for its share, of which the author.

> )
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The Church and Soc ia l Confl ic t
In regard to war, when it comes, “the Christian eon-

.science seems to undergo little .strain in making complete
mo7-al accommodation to it. That is to say amoratorium
is dec la red on The Ten Commandmen ts . ” I n t h i s i . s sue
the communist concept of war is “removal of exploitation
once for all.” The “validity” of war is not so different
between Christian and eomnranist, it’s just aquestion of
what kind of war? “The communist insists on being real¬
istic about the economic .stnigglo, just as the average citi¬
zen insi.sts on being realistic about competitive national-

(Continued on Col. 31.)

y )
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A n d o f t e n t h e r e i s v e r y l i t t l e l e f t f o r i t
t h e n .

A n i n v i t a t i o n w a s e . \ t e n d e d t o D r . E r -

l ing (Dstcrgaard, our medical missionary in
I n d i a , t o v i s i t t h e d i s t r i c t i n t h e l a t t e r
pa r t o f Sep tember and fi r s t pa r t o f Oc¬
t o b e r .

Rev. Bundgaard gave areport of the
trip he made last summer, as arepresenta¬
tive of the district, to Cheyenne and Lara¬
mie, Wyoming, and Ft. Col l ins and Gree¬
ley, Colo.

A t t h e e l e c t i o n R e v . . 1 . A . H o l s t w a s
re -e lec ted p res ident and the wr i te r v ice-
pres ident and secretary.

The meeting so far, Saturday noon, had
been conducted entirely in the Danish lan¬
guage. In. the afternoon and evening Eng¬
lish was used exclusively.

A t 2 P. M . w e a s s e m b l e d a g a i n a t t h e
c h u r c h . R e v . S t o c k h o l m i n t r o d u c e d t h e
top ic for d iscuss ion; “The Socia l Demand
in Chr is t ian i ty. ' ’ Severa l took par t in the
discuss ion. This meet ing lasted for about
o n e a n d a h a l f h o u r s . T h e n w e w e r e a l l i n ¬
v i t e d o u t t o t h e E b e n - E z e r S a n a t a r i u m ,
which is also ahospital and an old people’s
h o m e , % m i l e w e s t o f B r u s h . I t i s o n l y
about 30 years since Eben-Ezer was found¬
e d ; a s m a l l h o u s e w a s b u i l t a n d a f e w
tents pitched on the open dry prarie. Now
there are many large bui ldings situated in
amost beautiful park. Many old people
and people afflicted with different kinds
of ailments find ahome there, either for
l i fe or for acerta in per iod of t ime.

Sa tu rday even ing Rev. Mp l le r, Omaha ,
spoke in the church. After that there was
an informal gathering in the grove behind
t h e c h u r c h .

S u n d a y m o r n i n g w e fi r s t h a d a c h i l ¬
d r e n ’s s e r v i c e i n E n g l i s h , c o n d u c t e d b y
R e v. L o r a g o r. A f t e r t h a t t h e r e w e r e t w o
services, one in Danish in our church, con¬
ducted by Rev. H0jbjerg and Rev. Bund-
gaard, and one in English in the First
E n g l i s h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , c o n d u c t e d b y
R e v . S t o c k h o l m . B o t h c h u r c h e s w e r e
fi l l e d .

In the afternoon the English language
was used . We d i scussed the top i c : “The
Challenge of Youth to the Church and the
Church’s Challenge to Youth.’’ Alengthy
i n t r o d u c t i o n w a s g i v e n b y t h e w r i t e r .
Several others took part .

Thereafter we enjoyed amusical pro¬
g r a m g i v e n b y l o c a l t a l e n t , a s s i s t e d b y
t w o y o u n g l a d i e s f r o m C o z a d a n d M r s .
H a n s e n f r o m D e n v e r .

In the evening Rev. Hpjbjerg spoke in
Eng l i sh abou t the re la t ion be tween Ind ia
a n d E n g l a n d . A n d R e v. H o l s t s p o k e i n
Danish about the significance of Christian
i n s t r u c t i o n t o c h i l d r e n .

F o r c e r t a i n r e a s o n s I h a v e d w e l t m o s t ¬
ly on the so-called business session of the
m e e t i n g . L e t i t b e u n d e r s t o o d , h o w e v e r,
that the business sessions occupied only a
s m a l l f r a c t i o n o f o u r t i m e .

Many weighty thoughts were expressed
in d iscus.s ing the topics ment ioned above
and some very good sermons and lectures
were g iven.

The people of Brush were splendid hosts
f o r t h e c o n v e n t i o n .

More than seventy guests were present.
J . L . J . D i x e n .

N E B R A S K A D I S T R I C T C O N V E N T I O N
least as we l l as las t year and hoped to
b e a b l e t o d o s o m e b e t t e r .

Ou r synod i ca l conven t i on l as t summer
adopted aresolution urging all the congre¬
gat ions not yet us ing i t to in t roduce the
double enve lope sys tem. That was taken
up for discussion next.

The first speaker was Rev. E. M0ller.
He stated that they used it at Omaha and
i t w o r k e d w e l l ; h e c o n s i d e r e d i t a g o o d
plan.

R e v. B u n d g a a r d b e l i e v e d i t m a d e i t
e a s i e r t o c o n t r i b u t e . A s a n e x a m p l e h e
s t a t e d t h a t N e b r a s k a d i s t r i c t o f U . L . C .
had only 10,000 communicants (confirmed
members) , but las t year had abudget fo r
the Synod of more than $40,000, and paid
i t , w h i c h w a s m u c h m o r e t h a n w e h a d
c o n t r i b u t e d .

Rev. Holst stated that we actual ly con¬
tributed considerably more than the state¬
ment of our synodical treasurer showed, as
he on ly kept an account o f par t o f what
our people gave for church work. But he
(Holst) a lso bel ived we could and should
c o n t r i b u t e m o r e t h a n w e h a d d o n e . S o f a r
we had only contributed out of our super¬
a b u n d a n c e ; i t h a d n o t b e e n a s a c r i fi c e .

T r y t o d o u b l e y o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n n e x t
year—wi l l you t ry that? Our cont r ibut ions
increased from 1933 to 1934, even though
w e h a d a c r o p f a i l u r e i n 1 9 3 4 . L e t u s
make st i l l greater progress this year. ’ ’ He
considered the envelope system good. S0-
r e n K n u d s e n o f C o z a d s t a t e d t h a t t h e y
had t r ied to use the enve lopes , bu t had
n o t f o u n d t h e m f e a s i b l e a n d h a d g o n e
back to t he i r f o rmer p rac t i ce . Enve lopes
m i g h t b e v e r y g o o d i n t h e c i t i e s w h e r e
people had an income every week, but
t h e y w e r e n o t s o p r a c t i c a l f o r f a r m e r s ,
who got most of their money acouple of
t i m e s a y e a r . B u n d g a a r d r e p l i e d t h a t i f
they would give the envelope system afair
trial for areasonably long time, he w'as
certaiji they would also find it to be a. good
s y. s t e m i n t h e c o u n t r y. We a r e a c t u a l l y
p rac t i c ing “ the enve lope sys tem’ ’ i n
everyday life in buying gasoline, movie
t ickets etc. , etc.

D i x e n : S t r i c t h ' s p e a k i n g t h e r e i s o n l y
o n e m e t h o d o f g e t t i n g m o n e y f o r o u r
c h u r c h , a n d t h a t i s “ t a k i n g i t f r o m o u r
pocket.’’ I f there is none there, no system
wi l l he lp us and the same appl ies where
t h e r e i s n o w i l l t o c o n t r i b u t e . N e v e r t h e ¬
less envelopes have proved beneficial in a
great many instances, and sometimes very
much so. He told of the experience of one
fami l y. They had a lways had g rea t d i f fi¬
culty in paying what they had pledged
and were always more or less in arrears;
b u t a f t e r t h e i r c h u r c h a d o p t e d t h e e n ¬
velope system, they were not only able to
pay what they had pledged, but paid their
o l d d e b t a s w e l l . A n d b e s t o f a l l , t h e y
hardly noticed that they did it.

The exp lana t i on i s s imp le ; t h i s f am i l y,
l ike many others, used quite al i t t le monej '
f o r t h i n g s n o t n e c e s s a r y. B y t h e a i d o f
the weekly envelopes the claim of the
c h u r c h w a s p r e s e n t e d w e e k l y a n d w a s
taken care of together with other neces¬
sit ies, and they hardly fel t that they were
doing i t . Of course, there was al i t t le less
for non-essentials, but they never missed
t h a t .

T h e N e b r a s k a , o r 7 t h , d i s t r i c t o f o u r
Sj-nod comprises al l our congregat ions in
Nebraska, Brush, Colo., and Denmark,
Kans. Th is year the d is t r ic t he ld i ts an¬
nua l mee t ing a t B rush fo r t he ve ry fi rs t
t i m e .

The meeting started Friday evening,
August 23rd, with services at the church.
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e p r o g r a m p u b l i s h e d i n
t h i s p a p e r t h e w r i t e r s h o u l d h a v e b e e n
the speaker. But Rev. N. P. Gravengaard,
who recently resigned as pastor at Los An¬
geles, Cal i f . , on account of fa i l ing heal th
and old age, was stopping at Eben-Ezer,
Brush, together with Mrs. Gravengaard,
on their way east to r is i t with their chi l¬
dren. Rev. Gravengaard was asked to
preach the sermon in my stead, which he
d i d .

After the services the local pastor. Rev.
L. C. Bundgaard, extended aword of wel¬
come on behalf of the congregation to al l
the gues ts . He was very p leased to see
that so many had accepted their invitation
and he was especially glad to see that the
g r e a t m a j o r i t y h a d s t a r t e d o u t s o e a r l y
that they were there for the opening serv¬
i c e s .

Sa tu rday morn ing we assemb led aga in
in thei r beaut i fu l church. Acouple of
hymns were sung, and Rev. J. Lcrager of
Cordova led us in prayer and gave atalk
us ing the 84th Psalm as h is text . (Hymn
No. 18 in ^
Home’’ is aparaphrase of the 84thPsalm.)

A f te r ano ther hymn, the d is t r i c t p res i¬
dent, Rev. .1. A. Holst of Marquette, took
charge of the meet ing. He expressed h is
grati tude for the welcome which had been
extended to us the n ight before. He was
also very pleased to see so many guests
here at the beginning of the mooting. And
ho considered the fact that so many had
come ou t fo r the convent ion , a l though i t
w a s a t t h e e x t r e m e w e s t s i d e o f t h e d i s ¬
trict, apromising sign. It indicated that
we appreciated the fellowship, and were
a w a r e o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e w a s w o r k f o r
us to do joint ly. He mentioned two objec¬
tives that wo should have in mind, namely
the home mission of the district, and con¬
t r ibu t ions to our synod ica l budge t .

T l i e n h e r e a d t h e m i n u t e s f r o m t h e l a s t
district convention at Nysted and ashort
report of what had occurred in the distr ict
d u r i n g t h e l a s t y e a r . R e v. E r i k M 0 l l e r
h a d m o v e d f r o m D e n m a r k , K a n s . , t o
Omaha, Nebr. , leaving Denmark wi thout a
min is ter most o f the year. Now, however,
H a r a l d P e t e r s e n h a d b e e n o r d a i n e d t o t h e
m i n i s t r y a n d h a d b e g u n h i s w o r k t h e r e .
Ryslinge had been served by the ministers
o f t h e d i . s t r i c t .

T h e n a r o l l c a l l o f t h e d e l e g a t e s w a s
taken . The f o l l ow ing we re p resen t : M i ss
C . M 0 l l e r a n d M r s . E . M 0 11 e r, O m a h a ;
Er ik and Hans Nissen and Erkord Hoogh,
Marque t t e ; Th . He rmansen , Nys ted ; Wm.
C h r i s t e n s e n , C o z a d ; V i c t o r H e r m a n s e n ,
R y s l i n g e ; F r e d S t e f f e n s e n a n d R i c h a r d t
Chr is tensen, Brush. Davey, Cordova, Ro¬
senborg, and Denmark, Kans., had sent no
delegates, but the ministers f rom Cordova
and Rosenborg were present and later, on
request, expressed their opinions about the
si tuat ion in their respect ive congregat ions.

Our share of the budget this year is set
at $2,400. The delegates were asked if
their congregations could contribute their
just .share of that amount.

T h e d e l e g a t e s w e r e a l l r e s e r v e d a n d
very careful in making promises. All, how¬
ever, were determined to do their very
best. And wi th the except ion of one, they
all thought they could promise to do at

t I

I I H y m n a l f o r C h u r c h a n d

As ISCO it, the best thing about the en¬
velope system is that it puts contributions
for the church on apar with other neces¬
sities, as flour, butter, etc,., while otherwise
it is often not unti l al l the nccessarj^ and
anumber of unnecessary expenses have
been paid that the church gets anything.

Rev. J. C. Aaberg and family of Minne¬
apol is, Minn., recently spent their vacation
in acottage by Lake Michigan near Me¬
nominee, Mich., and Marinette, Wis. Aa¬
berg served the congregations at these
places as his first pastoral charge.
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to del iver aser ies of addresses at a large
eastern university, and i t is expected that
h e w i l l v i s i t a f e w o f t h e l a r g e D a n i s h -
A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t i e s .

D i c t r i c t C o n v e n t i o nC h u r c h N e w s
New Santa l M iss ionary. The encourag¬

ing news comes to us from Denmark that
ameeting of the friends of the Santal
M iss ion was to be he ld a t Va rde , Den¬
mark on Sept. 3-5. At this meeting Bishop
Oldenburg was to ordain two new mis¬
sionaries, who are to take up work in the
Santal Mission. They are Miss Ot i l ie Pe¬
t e r s e n , r e g i s t e r e d n u r s e , a n d M r. J e n s
C h r i s t e n s e n .

D i s t r i c t V o f t h e D a n i s h E v . L u t h .
C h u r c h o f A m e r i c a w i l l h o l d i t s a n n u a l
convention at Alden, Minn., September 27,
28, and 29.

November 9th, 1910, the present gymna¬
sium at Grand View College was dedicat¬
e d . T h e g y m n a s i u m w a s b u i l t b y f u n d s
con t r i bu ted by the many young peop le ’s
societies of D. S. U., “Dansk Sammenslut-
tet Ungdom,” and presented to Grand
View Co l l ege . Ove r t he en t rance t o t he
gymnasium the alumni association, “Danc¬
i n g , ” p l a c e d a s t o n e w i t h t h e i n s c r i p t i o n

Sunde S j f fi le , V i l j e r s tse rkc , XJngdoms
Adelsmcerke. ”The apparatus for the gym¬
n a s i u m w e r e m a n u f a c t u r e d i n D e n m a r k

and were secured through funds donated
b y t h e D a n i s h g o v e r n m e n t . T h e t w e n t y -
fif th anniversary of the dedicat ion wi l l be
celebrated this fall. The plans and pro¬
gram fo r th i s occas ion w i l l be d rawn by
the present d i rector of physical educat ion
at G. V. C. , Hara ld Knudsen. Announce¬
ment concern ing the ann ive rsa ry w i l l be
m a d e l a t e r . D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r m o n t h s
the gymnasium has been painted and the
fl o o r r e c o n d i t i o n e d . I t i s n o w i n e x c e l l e n t
c o n d i t i o n t o r e c e i v e t h e n e w s t u d e n t s .

P R O G R A M

Program fo r the Meet ing
F r i d a y S e p t e m b e r 2 7

8 : 0 0 P. M . — O p e n i n g S e r v i c e ( D a n i s h )
Aaberg .

S a t u r d a y , S e p t e m b e r 2 8
9 :00 AM.—Devo t i ona l , J . P. And reasen .

10:00 A. M.—Business Meet ing.
2 : 0 0 P . M . — B u s i n e s s c o n t i n u e d .

3 : 0 0 P . M . — L e c t u r e .
6 :00 P. M.—Min is te r ia l Meet ing .

S u n d a y , S e p t e m b e r 2 9
1 0 : 0 0 A . M . — Wo r s h i p S e r v i c e ( D a n i s h ) ,

M . M i k k e l s e n .
Communion Serv ice (Danish) , H. AVul ff .

1 2 : 0 0 M . — D i n n e r .
3:00 P. M.—Service (English), Jobs. Knud¬

s e n .

8:00 P. M.—Lecture (Danish), .1. P. An¬
d r e a s e n .
Closing at the coffee tables.

M. Miklcelsen, Distr ict President.

September Festival. The congregation at
Nysted, Nebr., held its annual September
festival on September 8. Rev. Alfred Jen¬
s e n , R e v. A a g e M o l l e r , a n d R e v. C . P.
H0jb jerg were the speakers

f I

R e v . L u d v i g M e h r , f o r m e r l y o f o u r
synod, has been constituted pastor of the
Rser, Hansted, and Vigsp churches in Den¬
m a r k .

R e v. H a k o u J o r g e n s e n , N e w e l l , I o w a ,
l^resident of our synod, intends to pay a
v i s i t t o o u r E a s t e r n d i s t r i c t t h i s f a l l .

S i x t i e t h A n n i v e r s a r y. O u r c h u r c h a t
Portland, Me., P. O. Lund, pastor, com¬
p l e t e s i t s s i x t i e t h y e a r o f e x i s t e n c e o n
O c t o b e r 1 7 . T h i s i s t h e d a t e o f t h e fi r s t

D a n i s h s e r v i c e h e l d a t P o r t l a n d , a t t h e
City Hall, by Rev. Gydesen, 60 years ago.
Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Pederson are the only
k n o w n p e r s o n s l i v i n g w h o w e r e p r e s e n t
on that occasion. It is e.xpected that Rev.
Viggo Hansen, Racine, Wis., wil l be pres¬
ent to speak at this t ime.

Kimballton, Iowa, is already preparing
fo r nex t yea r ’s conven t i on . Recen t l y t he
congrega t ion dec ided to make ex ten .s ive
improvements in their church basement.

The Dan ish Lu theran Church a t A lden ,
M i n n . , e x t e n d s t o f r i e n d s o f o u r C h u r c h
an invi tat ion to share the three days with
them. Kindly send in your names afew
days in advance, and we shal l gladly ar¬
range for lodging and meals.

P. C. Petersen,
Pres, of Local Church, Alden Minn.

H. Wul f f , Pastor,
A l d e n , M i n n .

Rev. Jobs. Pedersen, Junction City, Ore.,
repor ts tha t on Augus t 4h is congregat ion
had inv i ted the two congregat ions o f the
United Danish Church at Eugene and Dan-
nebrog. Ore., to share the day with them
a t a p i c n i c . A b o u t 3 0 0 p a r t i c i p a n t s r e ¬
sponded, and they had agood day together
wi th s ing ing and s j^eak ing. The speakers
were Rev. Hansen of Dannebrog, Rev.
N ie l sen , re t i r ed , and Rev. Lew is La rsen ,
both of Eugene, and Rev. Jobs. Pedersen.

I th ink i t i s o f g i -ea t impor tance ,
t h a t w e D a n i s h

Rev. N. C. Nielsen. It was something of
ashock to many to hear tha t Rev. N. C.
Nielsen had passed away at Greenville,
M ich . , where he was he lp ing Rev. A . C .
Kildegaard with his work while he was re¬
covering from his injur ies sustained in an
a u t o m o b i l e a c c i d e n t . R e v . N i e l s e n w a s
stricken with aheart attack on August 6
w h i l e a t t e n d i n g t h e S u m m e r C o n f e r e n c e
at Ashland College, Grant Mich., August
1 6 h e d i e d a t R e v. K i l d e g a a r d ’ s h o m e .
Rev. Nielsen was avery modest and unas¬
suming man. Yet he was known to many
i n o u r c h u r c h f o r h i s f a i t h f u l s e r v i c e . F o r
many years he hps served as secretary at
o u r a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n . s , a v e r y a r d u o u s
task. On August 20 he was laid to rest in
the cemetery at South Sidney, Mich.

D i s t r i c t I V M e e t s

D i s t r i c t I V o f t h e D a n i s h C h u r c h h o l d s
its annual convention at Des Moines, Iowa,
September 27-29, a t the inv i ta t ion o f S t .
. l o h n ’ s C o n g i - e g a t i o n . P a r t i c i p a n t s a n d
delegates are requested to enrol l wi th Mr.
J. Fr. Peterson, 1312 Boyd Avo., Des
Moines, Iowa.

Grand View College wil l assist the con¬
gregat ion in furnishing board and room to
guests. Please announce your coming early
so t ha t t he schoo l may know how many
to expect to provide for. The cost wi l l bo
$1.50 for the whole meeting, 75 cents for
one day.

We hope many will accept the invitation
to this meeting. The. program fol lows be¬
l o w .

I I i ;

w r i t es Rev. Pede rson ,
people, though we belong to different syn¬
ods, can meet and exchange ideas about
the best we know; for through these very
di fferences we may grow in fe l lowship.

I i

) f

I n v i t a t i o n

T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s a t M a r i n e t t e , W i s . ,
and Menominee , M i ch . , he reby i nv i t e a l l
friends of our Synod to partake in the
annua l mee t ing o f D is t r i c t I I I t o be he ld
here during the days of September 28 and
29. We hope that all congregations of the
Dist r ic t w i l l be wel l represented.

E. Farstrup, Pastor,
P. A. Hansen,

P r o s , o f t h e B o a r d f o r M a r i n e t t e ,
A . H . Ju rgens ,

Pres , o f the Board fo r Menominee,
A. W. Andersen, D is t . Pres .

R e v . J o b s . M o r t e n s e n o f S t . J o h n ’ s
Church, Easton, Calif., entered the holy
state of matrimony with Miss Oda Eskild-
sen o f Eas ton on Augus t 26 . The ce re¬
mony was performed by Rev. M. Krog,
Solvang, Calif., at the Easton church. Con¬
gra tu la t i ons !

Ot tar Jorgensen, D is t r ic t Pres ident .
S. O. Podholm, Pastor.

P R O G R A M

F r i d a y
8 P . M . — D a n i s h S e r v i c e .

R e v. S . D . R o d h o l m .

S a t u r d a y
9 : 3 0 A . M . — B i b l e H o u r .

R e v . S . D . R o d h o l m .

P r o f e s s o r E d u a r d G e i s n i a r o f t h e U n i ¬
vers i ty o f Cophenhagen has been inv i ted
by Grand View College as aguest speaker
a t a m e e t i n g t o b e h e l d a t t h e C o l l e g e
d u r i n g t h e A u t u m n Q u a r t e r . P r o f e s s o r
G e i s m a r i s p r o f e s s o r o f p h i l o s o p h y a n d
e t h i c s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C o p e n h a g e n .
He is renowned especial ly for his volumes
o n S 0 r e n K i e r k e g a a r d , a p e n e t r a t i n g a n d
scholarly analysis and exposition of the
life and philosophy of the great Danish
philosopher. Among Goism.ar’s other works
are “Kri.stendom og Udvikling, en princi-
piel Redegprelse for Kristendommens For-
hold til den moderne Udvikling'
l e r f r a K r i s t i I v o r s " , a n d „ G u d s N a a d e s
Dyb". Professor Geismar has been invited

10:36 A . M. —Bus iness Meet ing , repor ts ,
e t c .

2 :00 P. M.—Business meet ing cont inued.
3 :00 P. M. Rev. H . P lambeck speaks .
8:00 P. M. Rev. Holger Nielsen .speaks

in Eng l i sh .

U N G D O M
Magazine for Young People

I s s u e d 1 s t a n d 1 5 t b o f e a c h m o n t h

by D. S. U.

$1.25 aYear
Sunday

10:30 A . IM.—Dan ish serv ice . Sermon by
R e v . A l f r e d J e n s e n a n d C o m m u n i o n

Service by Rev. .1. .Torgeusen.
2.30 P. M.—Rev. Hakou Jorgensen speaks.

Also Rev. Ottar Jorgensen.
7 : 3 0 P. M . — R e v. C . A . S t u b s p e a k s i n
English.

Bus. "Mgr.
F o l k v a r K n u d s e n J o b s . K n u d s e n

7124 N. 33 St. Grand View College
O m a h a , N e b r. D e s M o i n e s , I o w a

E d i t o r

S t r a a -f f f



Stranclskov, Holgei-
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the church tocliiy, there is an honest search
f o r

necessary t l iat there be afrank expression
o f conv i c t i ons . Th i s book does no t on l y
o f f e r a w a y o u t i n m a n y t h i n g s , b u t i t
also acquaints the reader with the issues
a t s t a k e .

works of George Brandes much as Kierke¬
g a a r d a n d B r a n d e s d i f f e r e d , o u t w a r d l y
a t l e a s t , o n s o m e f u n d a m e n t a l p o i n t s .
B r a n d e s w r o t e a n e v a l u a t i o n o f K i e r k e ¬
gaard’s personal i ty and wri t ings, which, in
sp i te o f some i l l - cons ide red op in ions , i s
still agood general introduction to astudy
o f the Dan ish th inke r. Bu t the mos t up -
to-date and comprehensive work on the
subject is Professor E. O. Geismar ’s S0ren
Kierkegaard (1929) .

O u t s i d e o f t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n c o u n t r i e s
Kierkegaard has long been wel l known in
G e r m a n y . H e i s n o t u n k n o w n i n t h e
O r i e n t . B u t o n l y y e s t e r d a y d i d F r a n c e ,
E n g l a n d , o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s g i v e h i m
much attent ion. Any j 'et there are already
now anumber of budding Kierkegaard
s c h o l a r s i n t h e s e c o u n t r i e s .

Kierkegaard did not seek to found asect
or aschool of thinking. Ho even professed
a b h o r o n c e f o r a d h e r e n t s , b u t t h a t h e
lunged to share the best he had we know
from one of those tense expressions which
h e l o v e d s o m u c h . I t i s t h i s :
ra ther be asw ineherd and unders tood by
the sw ine than apoe t and be m isunde r¬
stood by men.

M o s t o f t h e w o r k s o f a n . d a b o u t K i e r k e ¬
gaard have been t rans la ted in to German.
In English there is very little except A,
G r i e v e ’ s a r t i c l e i n T h e E n c y c l o p e d i a o f
l iel igion and Ethics, and L. M. Hollander ’s
translation of portions of Kierkegaard’s
w r i t i n g p u b l i s h e d i n U n i v e r s i t y o f Te x a s
liulletin for 1923. Au interesting article
on K ie rkegaard en t i t l ed
dous Dane” by Er ic Tomsen appeared in
l ie l ig ion and L i fe (1933) .

Contributions to the Synod To fi n d t h e w a y i t i s( ( t h e w a y. ) )

F o r t h e B u d g e t

Congregation at Portland, Me. ...$ (54.20
Congrega t ion a t Gray l ing , M ich . .
Congregation at Withee, Wis
Congregation at Manistee, Mich. .
Congregation at Gardner, 111
Congregation at Omaha, Kebr
Congregat ion a t Hampton, Iowa . .
Congregation at Menominee, Mich.
Congregation at Nysted, Nebr. ... 1 5 . 0 0
Anna Rasmussen

P. E. Scheldt 
Fo iTi ie r ly Rece ip ted for

Total 

2 3 . 0 0
4 .00

L. G. Bundgaard.2 0 . 0 0

1 0 . 7 5
4 0 . 0 0

2 4 . 0 0
50 .00

- o -

S 0 R E N K I E R K E G A A R D — A
S P I R I T U A L K N I G H T - E R R A N T

(Continued from Col. 22.)
1 0 . 0 0 Wi th h is sou l thus a t tuned K ierkegaard

began the
The p r imus o f the Dan ish Church , the

Bishop of Sooland, J. P. Mynster, died in
1 8 5 4 . H e h a d b e e n a f r i e n d o f t h e K i e r k e ¬

gaards, had confirmed Spron Kierkegaard,
who as amature man cons idered Mynster
one of the greatest pulpit orators of his
t i m e , a n d i v h o i m i t a t e d — i n s o m e w a y s
surpassed—Mynster in h is devot ional ad¬
d r e s s e s . T h i s d i d n o t b l i n d K i e r k e g a a r d
to the real character of Mynster, who, as
t h e s t e m e c c l e s i a s t i c a l b u r e a u c r a t t h a t h e

. w a s , h a d g o n e s o f a r i n u p h o l d i n g t h e
author i ty o f the Church as to ca l l in the
police to assist the ministers in the forcible
b a p t i s m o f t h e c h i l d r e n o f t h e D a n i s h
B a p t i s t s . W i t h h i s i n g r a i n e d r e s p e c t f o r

c o n s t i t u t e d a u t h o r i t y , K i e r k e g a a r d
sh rank f r om hos t i l e c r i t i c i sm o f Myns te r
even in the matter of the compiilsoiy bap¬
tism, but when Professor 1-1. L. Marteiison,
who became Mynster ’s successor, in ame¬
morial address referred to Bishop Mynster
a s o n e i n t h e c h a i n o f w i t n e s s e s t o t h e

truth, which reached across the ages from
the t ime of Christ to the present, Kierke¬
gaard at once wrote ascathing denial, but
did not publ ish i t unt i l nearly ayear later.
As there were angry replies, ho poured
f o r t h a s e r i e s o f b r o a d s i d e s w h i c h w o r e

published under the common name of The
P r e s e n t M o m e n t , a n d i n w h i c h h e d e ¬
n o u n c e d o f fi c i a l C h r i s t i a n i t y a s a m e r e
t r a v e s t y u p o n r e a l C h r i s t i a n i t y . N e v e r
s i n c e t h e F r - o n c h R e v o l u t i o n h a d t h e r e

5 . 0 0 I t fi f t h a c t j t o f h i s l i f e .
5 1 9 . 8 0

$787.73
F o r M i s s i o n W o r k

Congregation at Hampton, Iowa ...$27.55
F o r M i n i s t e r s ’ A i d

$ 5 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

C. T. Clausen 
A n n a R a s m u s s e n . . . .
Mrs. P. Hansen
R e v . J . P . A n d r e a s e n

I w o u l d( t
1 . 0 0
1 . 0 0

J f

$ 1 7 . 0 0T o t a l

F o r C a n a d a M i s s i o n

Congregation at Hartford, Conn. .$ 25.00
Congregation at Newell, Iowa .... 1 8 . 0 0
The Guiding Circle, Ringsted, Iowa 137.45
Congregation at Hampton, Iowa ..
Congregat ion a t Cordova, Nebr. . .
Congregation at Omaha, Nebr
Formerly Receii>ted for 

'Total 

Acknow ledged w i th t hanks .
O . C . O l s e n , Tr e a . s .

30( ) Omaha Loan &Bldg. Assn. B ldg .
Omaha, August 21, 1935

a l l

13 .72
1 . 8 5

15 .00
9 5 . 0 0

( I T h a t T r e m e n -

$ 3 0 0 . 0 2

Grand View College
D e s M o i n e s . I o w a

Sept. 16, 1935 -May 29, 1936T H E C H U R C H A N D S O C I E T Y

1. Junior College. Two years of col¬
l e g e w o r k . S c i e n c e a n d L i b e r a l A r t s .
Credits validated at Senior Colleges and
U n i v e r s i t i e s .

2 . The Academy: Jun io r and Sen io r
years of High School. State accredited.

3 . Te c h n i c a l a n d P r o f e s s i o n a l C o u r s e s :
Commerce and Business; Physical Edu¬
c a t i o n ; S h o r t C o u r s e i n M e c h a n i c a l
D raw ing , e t c .

4. Special Lectures and Discussions. All
lectures and all work in all departments
open to all students.

Room, board, l ight , heat , and tu i t ion
for the whole year, $225.

Fo r ca ta l og , app l i ca t i on f o r s t uden t
a id , and fu r the r i n fo rma t ion , w r i t e :

C . A . O l s e n , P r e s .

(Continued from Col. 26.)
All our inconsistency in the warr fi s m .

que.stion can be summed up as ‘‘slavery to
t h e m o r e s o f a g r o u p ,
frank in telling us that his own po.sition
on the war question qualifies him for Lea¬
v e n w o r t h .

been such an onslaught on the established
Church , bu t t h i s t ime i t was made f r om
w i t h i n , b y a t r a i n e d c h u r c h m a n , i n I h o
i n t e r e s t o f a c l a r i fi e d a n d i m r i fi c d C h r i s ¬
t i a n i t y, f o r, t o u s e o n e o f K i e r k e g a a r d ’s
own terms, he rea l ly p leaded for „ repet i -

in the Church, for aChurch func¬
t ion ing on ah igher l eve l .

'The very violence of the on.slaught, how¬
e v e r , w e a k e n e d i t , a n d i t w a s f a t a l t o
K i e r k e g a a r d h i m s e l f , f o r h o d i e d i n t h e
mids t o f i t a t the un t ime ly age o f 42 . A
li fe-long fr iend asked him on his deathbed
i f h e w a n t e d a s a c r a m e n t : ‘ ‘ Y e s , ” h e
answered, ‘ ‘bu t not f rom amin is ter in the
established Church.” That Church, never¬
theless, took him in and gave him aChris¬
t ian funeral . But what is more s ignificant ,
the church itself gradually saw the real
moaning of his wonderful message, and
today th rough Bar th ian ism, i t i s des t ined
t o a i d P r o t e s t a n t i s m i n a m u c h - n e e d e d

repe t i t i on .
A t r e m o r p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h e N o r t h

w h e n K i e r k e g a a r d d i e d , ” w r o t e a N o r ¬
w e g i a n a d m i r e r . N o t t h a t t h e c o m m o n
peop le know h im except fo r h is c r i t i c i sm
of the es tab l ished Church, bu t the in te l¬
lectual leaders in Denmark, and especially
in Norway, read him with receptive minds.
The readers of Henrik Ib.sen suspected the
dramatist of having taken Kierkegaard as
the model for the leading character in
Brand. Though Ibsen denied tliis, it is
clear that though the hands may bo Esau’s
the voice is .Jacob’.s. Kierkegaard affected
Bjprnstjerne Bjprnson deeply, and he be¬
came adynamic force in the l i fe and

T h e a u t h o r i sf }

AP rog ram fo r Soc i a l Educa t i on
The book would have been asad fai lure ' f t ion

had it been without such achapter. Real¬
izing all the jobs before us we naturally
a s k : w h a t m u s t w e d o ? W h a t c a n w e
do except to inform our people—but how?
H o w c a n t h e p e o p l e V j c i n f o r m e d w h e n
they don’t think they need the informa¬
t i o n ?

It was to be expected that educational
f a l l a c i e s o f a l l k i n d s s h o u l d b o s i f t e d o u t
—and they need to bo—and some old
ideals rediscovered; in this respect John¬
son is not far from Grundtvig in some of
his thoughts. What achallenge there is
t o C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n i n t h e w o i ’ d s o f
P r o f e s s o r A n g u s H . M c L e a n : ‘ ‘ I t i s e a s y
for young people, even when reared in the
best homes, to go out to make al iv ing in
t h e i n n o c e n t b e l i e f t h a t m o d e r n c i v i l i z a ¬
tion at least approximates Cliristian stand¬
ards . They w i l l ad jus t themse lves to the
s t a n d a r d s o f b u s i n e s s a n d i n d u s t r y w i t h
so little shock that they will never see
anything wrong at all, and if they ever
do become awake to the facts, it is likely
to be when they have so compromised
themsolyep.with unchristian standards that
t h e r e i s n o t u r n i n g b a c k . ” T h a t t h e r e i s
acontrast of ideals between the competi¬
tive spirited public school and the church
school does not seem to trouble the parents.

In spite of the confusion of tongues in

> ;

P r in t ing o f
j f1 1

C H U R C H B U L L E T I N S

A N N U A L R E P O R T S
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H O L S T P R I N T I N G C O .
Cedar Palls, Iowa


